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societe humaine, surtout une societe molerne, est une
chose vaste et compliquee." This observation, that "a
human society, and particularly a modern society, is
a vast and complicated thing," is in fact the very
proposition which Burke enforced with all the splen-
dour of his eloquence and all the power of his argu-
ment ; but, as M. Taine says, it may now seem to
some too simple and commonplace to be worth put-
ting into words. In the same way, many persons in
whom familiarity has bred contempt, may think it a
trivial observation that the British Constitution, if
not (as some call it) a holy thing, is a thing unique
and remarkable. A series of undesigned changes
brought it to such a condition, that satisfaction and
impatience, the two great sources of political conduct,
were both reasonably gratified under it. In this con-
dition it became, not metaphorically but literally, the
envy of the world, and the world took on all sides to
copying it. The imitations have not been generally
happy. One nation alone, consisting of Englishmen,
has practised a modification of it successfully, amidst
abounding material plenty. It is not too much to
say, that the only evidence worth mentioning for the
duration of popular government is to be found in the
success of the British Constitution during two cen-
turies under special conditions, and in the success of
the American Constitution during one century under
conditions still more peculiar and more unlikely to